March 9, 1999

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND

FINANCE
Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-

committee on International Trade and
Finance of the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, March 9, 1999, to
conduct a hearing on the International
Monetary Fund.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent on behalf of the
Permanent Subcommittee on Inves-
tigations of the Governmental Affairs
Committee to meet on Tuesday, March
9, 1999, at 9:30 a.m. for a hearing on the
topic of Deceptive Mailings and Sweep-
stakes Promotions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO MALE HIGH SCHOOL

e Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to Male High
School’s Championship Football team
in Louisville, Kentucky on the occa-
sion of their annual awards banquet.

The Male High School Bulldogs have
long held a reputation for excellence in
Kentucky and throughout the nation.
With the leadership of The Bluegrass
State’s finest high school football
coach, Bobby Redman, it’s no wonder
the team has gone so far. It is clear to
players, parents, coaches and students
alike when they see Bobby on the field
with his team that his heart and soul
are rooted in Bulldogs football. Bobby’s
marked dedication to his team and his
school are admirable, and I'm certain
my feelings are shared by the entire
Male family.

Tonight I congratulate you, the Male
High School football team, on your
commitment to excellence both on the
field and in the classroom, and thank
you for working so hard to continue
giving high school football in Louis-
ville an honorable name. Players be-
come great because of their hard work
and commitment to themselves and
their team. You have each spent count-
less hours before and after school lift-
ing weights, memorizing plays, and
practicing and preparing for games.
You have each spent Friday afternoons
at pep rallys getting ready for evening
games, felt the stress of wanting to
play your best and win, and experi-
enced the emotional high as you finally
rush the field. You have dedicated your
high school careers to Male and to its
football team, and my colleagues and I
commend you.

Not only is Male High School known
for their powerhouse of a football
team, most recently leading the Bull-
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dogs to victory as 1998-99 4-A State
Champions, but they also are known
for their commitment to academic suc-
cess. Male has been recognized as a Na-
tional Exemplary School twice in re-
cent years by the United States De-
partment of Education, and has re-
ceived the Flag of Excellence by the
State of Kentucky for consistently
high academic achievement. Ninety
percent of Male graduates continue
their education at colleges and univer-
sities, and many of them receive par-
tial or full scholarships to attend. It is
commendable that students so pro-
foundly talented on the football field
are also concerned about their aca-
demic achievements.

I am certain that the legacy of excel-
lence that Male High School football
players and coaches have left will con-
tinue on, and will encourage and in-
spire others toward that same goal. On
behalf of myself and my colleagues,
thank you for your contribution to the
Louisville community, the State of
Kentucky, and to our great nation.e

——
30TH ANNIVERSARY OF WTOP
RADIO
e Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I

would like to congratulate one of our
local news outlets, WTOP Radio, on
their 30th anniversary. Thirty years
ago, on March 9, 1969, WTOP began its
news broadcasts. Today, WTOP has be-
come a vital source of news and infor-
mation in the nation’s capital. Along
the way, Dave McConnell, WTOP’s con-
gressional correspondent, has become a
familiar voice to Washington residents
and one of our nation’s most respected
journalists.

America’s Constitution is unique and
special in the responsibility it has be-
stowed on our nation’s press corps—in
print, on TV, and on the radio. With
our revered First Amendment, the na-
tion gives reporters the awesome re-
sponsibility to help communicate the
needs of the nation and report on the
day-to-day governmental events that
affect all Americans. In return, we
hope those reporters recognize that re-
sponsibility and carefully tend their
role as stewards of public information.

WTOP has taken that responsibility
seriously and sought to provide high-
quality, timely information for resi-
dents in the greater Washington area.
For thirty years, WTOP has covered
the news as it happened—in Wash-
ington and around the world. From the
War on Poverty to the War in Iraq,
WTOP’s reporting has kept millions of
Washingtonians informed. They have
tracked legislation that affects resi-
dents in Virginia, the District of Co-
lumbia, and Maryland, and helped
bring perspective to issues facing the
nation.

As important, WTOP provides a crit-
ical service to local residents in alert-
ing them to breaking local stories. In
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addition to their comprehensive news
coverage, they have warned residents
of dangerous weather, alerted com-
muters to traffic snarls, and celebrated
sports victories of our Orioles, Ravens,
and Redskins. WTOP’s committed staff
are part of the daily lives of countless
Washingtonians who listen as they
brush their teeth, drive to and from
work, or cook the evening meal. My
constituents in Maryland’s DC suburbs
rely on them to get information they
need to know to stay informed, stay
healthy, and stay tuned.

I commend the WTOP family and its
listeners on 30 years of service to the
greater Washington area and welcome
30 more years. Our nation’s capital,
and our nation, are proud of their work
and appreciative of their commit-
ment.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO MR. DONALD DEROSSI

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today in recognition of Donald
DeRossi who is this year’s recipient of
the Distinguished Service Award at the
Hendricks House’s 5th Annual Awards
Dinner. As a small business owner, he
has set an outstanding example of
quality, production, and Ileadership.
These business qualities have been re-
flected in his extensive community and
charitable activities.

Mr. DeRossi began working at
DeRossi & Son Company in Vineland,
New Jersey in 1960 under his father,
Dominick and his grandfather, Angelo.
From them, Mr. DeRossi learned all as-
pects of the clothing business. Today,
DeRossi is seen as a premier clothing
supplier of military dress coats for the
US Defense Department. Under Mr.
DeRossi, who currently serves as presi-
dent, the company has received numer-
ous awards. Most recently, DeRossi re-
ceived the United States Small Busi-
ness Administration ‘“Administrator’s
Award for Excellence,” as well as the
Defense Supply Center’s Small Busi-
ness contractor of the year award.

Mr. DeRossi has put the same enthu-
siasm and energy into his community
and charitable work as he has put into
his business. He has dedicated count-
less hours of service to such commend-
able causes as the United Way, the
YMCA, the American Heart Associa-
tion, the American Cancer Association,
the March of Dimes, the 4H Club, and
Muscular Dystrophy. He has sat on the
Boards of such community organiza-
tions as the Urban Enterprise Zone,
Ellison School, the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey, and
the Vineland Chamber of Commerce.

On the eve of his receipt of this
award, Mr. DeRossi deserves to be rec-
ognized for his outstanding services to
both the business community and his
community of Vineland, New Jersey.
He is an exemplary businessman, and I
am grateful to have the opportunity to
show my appreciation for all he has ac-
complished.e
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CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At this
point morning business is closed.

——
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the hour of 12:30
having arrived, the Senate will now
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15
p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:30 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m.; whereupon, the
Senate reassembled when called to
order by the Presiding Officer (Mr.
INHOFE).

———

EDUCATION FLEXIBILITY
PARTNERSHIP ACT OF 1999

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
resume consideration of S. 280, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 280) to provide for education
flexibility partnerships.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the bill.

Pending:

Jeffords Amendment No. 31, in the nature
of a substitute.

Bingaman Amendment No. 35 (to Amend-
ment No. 31), to provide for a national school
dropout prevention program.

Lott (for Jeffords) Modified Amendment
No. 37 (to Amendment No. 35), to provide all
local educational agencies with the option to
use the funds received under section 307 of
the Department of Education Appropriations
Act, 1999, for activities under part B of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Gramm (for Allard) Amendment No. 40 (to
Amendment No. 31), to prohibit implementa-
tion of “Know Your Customer’ regulations
by the Federal banking agencies. (By 0 yeas
to 88 nays, 1 voting present (Vote No. 33),
Senate failed to table the amendment.)

Jeffords Amendment No. 55 (to Amend-
ment No. 40), to require local educational
agencies to use the funds received under sec-
tion 307 of the Department of Education Ap-
propriations Act, 1999, for activities under
part B of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act.

Kennedy/Daschle motion to recommit the
bill to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions with instructions to re-
port back forthwith with the following
amendment: Kennedy (for Murray/Kennedy)
Amendment No. 56, to reduce class size.

Lott (for Jeffords) Amendment No. 58 (to
the instructions of the motion to recommit
the bill to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions), to provide all
local educational agencies with the option to
use the funds received under section 307 of
the Department of Education Appropriations
Act, 1999, for activities under part B of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Lott (for Jeffords) Amendment No. 59 (to
Amendment No. 58), to provide all local edu-
cational agencies with the option to use the
funds received under section 307 of the De-
partment of Education Appropriations Act,
1999, for activities under part B of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.
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UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREEMENT
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the cloture vote
scheduled to occur at 4 p.m. today
occur instead at 2:45 and that the time
between now and 2:45 be equally di-
vided between the chairman and the
ranking member of the committee.

I further ask that immediately fol-
lowing the vote the Senate stand in ad-
journment until 12 noon on Wednesday,
and that the routine requests through
the morning hour be agreed to, the
morning hour be deemed to have ex-
pired, and the Senate proceed for 1
hour of debate to be equally divided be-
tween the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the committee rel-
ative to the cloture votes.

I further ask unanimous consent that
at 1 p.m. on Wednesday the Senate pro-
ceed to the cloture vote with respect to
the Kennedy motion regarding class
size, and the mandatory quorum under
rule XXII be waived. I also ask that im-
mediately following that vote, if not
invoked, the Senate proceed to a clo-
ture vote relative to the Lott amend-
ment regarding IDEA and choice.

Finally, I remind all Senators that
under the provisions of rule XXII, all
second-degree amendments must be
filed by 12 noon on Wednesday, March
10, in order to qualify postcloture.

Before the Chair rules, I just want to
advise the Members that the purpose
here is that staff and others be able to
avoid what may be a very difficult
afternoon rush hour with the snow
coming down. And indications are it is
probably going to increase even more.
But we do want to have this cloture
vote, so we will have 30 minutes equal-
ly divided for debate and then the vote,
and then we will be back up with this
very important bipartisan education
flexibility bill on Wednesday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. I yield the floor, Mr.
President.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, as I
understand it, we are going to have 15
minutes a side. Am I correct?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts is correct.
There will be 30 minutes equally di-
vided between now and 2:45.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I yield
myself 4 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, in just
half an hour the Senate will vote on
the second cloture motion to terminate
debate on the Ed-Flex bill, and then to-
morrow we will have two more cloture
votes. It is our position that these clo-
ture votes are completely unneces-
sary—what we would like to be doing
here this afternoon and in the course of
tomorrow is voting on education pol-
icy.

We were given assurances by the ma-
jority leader at the annual National
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Governors Association Conference that
we would have the debate for 1 or 2
weeks. Now the minority leader has
proposed limiting our side to just five
different amendments, and we would be
glad to have a number of amendments
on the other side. We are glad to enter
into time limits. There is no reason we
cannot end the whole education debate
tomorrow.

We have no assurance—none—from
the majority leader, none from the
chairman of the Health and Education
Committee, that we will have another
vehicle before the end of this year to
debate education. This may very well
be the only opportunity that we have.
Why not have a reasonable time to de-
bate and discuss the issues that are be-
fore the Senate in education, primarily
the issue of class size reduction from
grades K to 3, which is enormously im-
portant and very successful in terms of
enhancing student performance. What
about the afterschool programs? What
about enhancing the effort to termi-
nate school dropouts? The range of dif-
ferent, important policy issues—all we
want to be able to do is debate them.
We are being denied that by the major-
ity.

That is part of our frustration. We
believe the discussion on education is
one of the most important debates that
we will have. We are here, ready to de-
bate. We were here last week on Friday
and were closed out. We were here on
Monday and are here Tuesday and con-
tinue to be closed out from being able
to consider these amendments. That is
the wrong policy.

Parents do not understand why we
cannot debate it. Various organizations
representing teachers, parents, school
boards, and local communities are all
pleading to the U.S. Senate to go ahead
and have the debate on these issues.

There is widespread approval for con-
tinuing Federal support for reducing
class size nationwide. This initiative is

supported by the National Parent
Teacher Association, the National
School Boards Association, the Na-

tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, the Council of
Chief State School Officers, the Amer-
ican Association of School Administra-
tors, the Council of Great City Schools,
the National Association of Elemen-
tary School Principals, the National
Association of State Directors of Spe-
cial Education, the National Education
Association, the International Reading
Association, the American Federation
of Teachers, and the National Associa-
tion of School Psychologists.

These groups are all saying please, go
ahead with this debate. Go ahead and
have the votes on these matters. We
will abide by whatever the Senate does,
but do not close us out.

Mr. President, that is what is hap-
pening here this afternoon. I hope we
will not have the cloture vote to close
it out. I am still hopeful somehow at
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